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Upcoming Events: 
 
Paint for a Cause: 
Saturday, October 18
12-2:30 PM

We will see you there! 

FOCUS Center for Autism
326 Albany Turnpike
PO BOX 452
Canton, CT 06019
(860) 693-8809

Because the creatively wired and socially challenged 
should not have to go it alone...

13th Annual FOCUS Festival for Autism: An Outstanding 
Time! 

Our signature event, the FOCUS Festival for Autism, was big-
ger and better than ever! More than 350 people enjoyed an 
afternoon of music, games, activities and fun at Mills Pond Park. 
Special guests Rocky the Rock Cat, Tinkerbell and Acorn the 
Clown, entertained the crowd and met with their adoring fans. 
Our vendors provided information, resources and products for 
all to enjoy.  

A mix of old and new activities kept everyone on their toes! 
Children of all ages participated in the annual Cupcake Walk and 
Potato Sack Race. They scavenged for bubble gum as an update 
to last year’s Starburst search. Some competed in the inaugural 
Three Legged Race!

7KLV�\HDU¶V�7HDFXS�5D̈H�ZDV�DZHVRPH��7KHUH�ZHUH�IDEXORXV�
baskets and prizes for all to see. One lucky attendee won the 
grand prize, an iPad Air! 

Thank you to our anonymous donor and Health Consultants 
Group, our Media Sponsor, HamletHub, our fantastic vendors 
and donors, our volunteers from Kohls #661 of Canton, #1448 
of Berlin, and #969 of Waterbury, Sharon Cable and the 
/LWFK¿HOG�&RXQW\�$XWLVP�6SHFWUXP�$VVRFLDWLRQ, James 
Cable, Gerard Hector and Friends, and the FOCUS�VWD̆��
volunteers, family and friends who made this event possible! 



FOCUS on our Community

Over the past few months, FOCUS has re-
ceived generous donations from community 
members who value the work that we do! 
Thank you to:
�� &ROGZHOO�%DQNHU�5HVLGHQWLDO�%URNHUDJH��
6LPVEXU\�2̇FH
�� 3HWHU�0��%DNNHU�$JHQF\��1HZ�+DUWIRUG�
2̇FH
�� 7KH�&ODVV�RI������DW�7DUL̆YLOOH�(OHPHQ-
tary School, Simsbury

<RXU�GRQDWLRQV�GLUHFWO\�EHQH¿W�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�
young adults on the Autism Spectrum. We 
appreciate your support! 

Above: FOCUS with  children from 
7DUL̆YLOOH� (OHPHQWDU\� 6FKRRO¶V� &ODVV� RI�

2014

FOCUS on our Programs

FOCUS has been extremely busy! Our Day 
3URJUDP�WRRN�WZR�¿HOG�WULSV�WR�WKH�7RUULQJWRQ�
Home Depot in May. The children had an 
excellent time building miniature racecars 
and lawn mowers, which helped them practice 
VHYHUDO�KDQG�H\H��FRRUGLQDWLRQ�DQG�¿QH�PRWRU�
skills. 
The Day Program is proud to announce that 
three children have received achievement 
awards. Blaise P.�UHFHLYHG�KLV�&HUWL¿FDWH�LQ�
Elementary Education, Nina K. received her 
Promotion to Secondary Education, and Max 
P.�UHFHLYHG�KLV�&HUWL¿FDWH�RI�&RPSOHWLRQ�IURP�
his home district! Congratulations! 

$ERYH��2XU�'D\�3URJUDP�ZLWK�WKHLU
PLQLDWXUH�UDFH�FDUV�

FOCUS on Healthy Living

UNICO National and FOCUS are partner-
ing to improve the lives of children on the 
$XWLVP�6SHFWUXP��81,&2�JUDQWHG�FOCUS 
�������WR�IXQG�D�+HDOWK\�/LYLQJ�SURJUDP�WKDW�
engages children in activities that promote an 
active and healthy lifestyle.  

$ERYH��)O\LQJ�KLJK�RQ�WKH�(XUREXQJHH�DW�
WKH�)HVWLYDO�IRU�$XWLVP

Enrollment is Easy!

To request an application for our Extended Day 
7UHDWPHQW�3URJUDP��FDOO����������������



FOCUS Summer Fun!

The FOCUS Summer Program provides six 
weeks of fun and social learning! Our children 
are immersed in activities that encourage them 
to make friends, improve their social skills, and 
expand their comfort zones. 

Each exciting week has been featured in our 
FOCUS on Autism blog! Here are some high-
lights from the summer:
�� Everyone had soccer fever during our Sum-

mer Program! Playing soccer taught our 
campers teamwork and sportsmanship.  

�� The Summer Program visited many fun 
SODFHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� 6RDULQ¶� ,QGRRUV�� 7KH�
Children’s Museum of West Hartford, Pet-
als and Paws, Salmon Brook and Elizabeth 
3DUNV��DQG�5RDULQJ�%URRN�1DWXUH�&HQWHU�

�� The Wilderness School provided adventure 
education activities that exposed our camp-
ers to new experiences! 

�� The Gamers Box made their annual visit 
GXULQJ�:HHN����,W�ZDV�ORWV�RI�IXQ�

�� We had two fantastic Talent Shows!

$ERYH�� &KDQQHOLQJ� WKHLU� LQQHU� VRFFHU�
VWDUV�

$ERYH��/HDUQLQJ�WKHLU�VDIHW\�KRRNV�DW�
6RDULQ¶�,QGRRUV�

FOCUS Friends in Faraway Places!

Konnichiwa! FOCUS had a visit from our new 
IULHQGV�DW�+HDUW�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�GXULQJ�:HHN���
of the Summer Program. Located in Fukuoka, 
-DSDQ��+HDUW�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�LV�D�-DSDQHVH�
language school specializing in cultural im-
mersion activities that correspond with their 
teaching curriculum. FOCUS learned about 
+HDUW�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�WKURXJK�DOXPQXV�$ODQ�
Looper, who is good friends with founder 
&KLKRPH�,ULH��

'XULQJ�WKHLU�YLVLW��+HDUW�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�RE-
served FOCUS’s unique clinical Model of 
Treatment to better understand how to work 
with children on the Autism Spectrum. They 
also provided an interactive lesson on Japa-
nese culture that our children truly enjoyed! 
We’re hoping this initial visit turns into an 
international partnership!  

Above: FOCUS�DQG�+HDUW� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
DW�RXU�:HHN���7DOHQW�6KRZ��



Check out our Blog! 

Have you seen our blog, FOCUS on Autism? 
,W�LV�D�SDUW�RI�RXU�EUDQG�QHZ�ZHEVLWH�WKDW�
shouldn’t be missed! Our resident bloggers 
write about topics related to FOCUS and 
Autism Spectrum Disorders.

We want this blog to spark conversations. You 
PDNH�WKDW�KDSSHQ��,I�RQH�RI�RXU�HQWULHV�
interests you, share it! Our blog can be shared 
RQ�)DFHERRN��7ZLWWHU��/LQNHG,Q��DQG�RWKHU�
forms of social media. You can also leave us a 
message on our “Contact Us” page and let us 
know what you want to see in our next entry!   

$ERYH��2QH�RI�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�SKRWRV�LQ�RXU�
)HVWLYDO�IRU�$XWLVP�EORJ�HQWU\�

<28�0DNH�D�'L̆HUHQFH�

FOCUS�R̆HUV�SURJUDPV�WKDW�KHOS�FKLOGUHQ�
learn to grow both socially and emotionally. 
Your�GRQDWLRQ�WRGD\�PDNHV�D�GL̆HUHQFH�IRU�
our children and families!

Your support funds:
�� Scholarships for children in need
�� A nutritious breakfast for eighteen children 

a day
�� After School programming for eighty chil-

dren a week

Donating to FOCUS has never been easier! 
Click the “Donate Today” button on our brand 
new website to make a donation online!

You�JLYH�WHHQV�RQ�WKH�$XWLVP�6SHFWUXP�
D�SODFH�WR�EHORQJ��6XSSRUW�FOCUS 

WRGD\�

Save the Date: Paint for A Cause!

*HW�\RXU�FUHDWLYH�MXLFHV�ÀRZLQJ��-RLQ�)2&86��
RQ�6DWXUGD\��2FWREHU����IURP���������30�IRU�
an afternoon of fun at Muse Paintbar, located 
in beautiful Blue Back Square, West Hartford! 
7LFNHWV�DUH������DQG�LQFOXGHV�WKH�FDQYDV�DQG�
painting supplies used during this session. 
����IURP�HDFK�SDLQWLQJ�ZLOO�EHQH¿W�)2&86��

For more information, visit the event listing 
on our website calendar! 


